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FOR FEBRUARY 5, 2023 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 
2401 Atwood Avenue, Madison WI 
 

 

Ministers: All the people of Plymouth Congregational UCC 
Pastor: Rev. Leslie Schenk 
Accompanist: Lyle Anderson 
 
Worship Help: Allison Moseley (reader), Eli Reinders and Tess Rickert (ushers), 
Hendrickson/Moseley family (greeters), Marleen Lippert (choir director), Bill 
Mollway/Kat Klafka (tech and audio support), LeBlancs and Donna Salzwedel (Social 
Hour hosts) 
 
The Community Gathers 
  
Lighting of the Candles 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome   
 
♫Prelude    Celtic Communion    (Chancel Choir) 
  
Gathering Prayer   
 
Pastor:  Let the mystery of God draw you in: 
All: Beautiful, just, merciful! 
 
Pastor:  Let the wisdom of God surprise you and guide you: 
All: Vulnerable, powerful, searching! 
 



Pastor:  Let the glory of God shine through you: 
All: Bright, joyful, and good! 
 
Pastor:  In the mystery, the wisdom, and the glory of God: 
All: We are gathered and are blessed! 
 
The Community Shares at the Lord’s Table 
 
Pastor: What do you bring before God? 
All: We bring gifts from our lives: bread, fruit of the vine, and ourselves. We 
bring offerings for this community and for those whom we can help. May these 
gifts feed all who hunger and refresh all who thirst. 
 
Pastor: Jesus said: I am the bread of life; those who come to me will never hunger; 
those who believe in me will never thirst. 
All: We come to this table to celebrate Christ’s presence in our lives. All are 
welcome here. 
 
Prayers of Institution and Consecration; Sharing the Bread and Cup 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
Pastor: In memory and in hope, O Holy One, we have come to your table. With 
wonder and awe and deep gratitude, we have received the grace you offer. 
All: You turn scarcity into plenty and give us the opportunity and strength to 
help others. May our words and deeds proclaim your love and mercy. 
 
Pastor: In this holy encounter, you have nourished and nurtured our souls. Be forever 
the light of our looking that we may see the beauty and gift in others and in ourselves. 
All: At the table you have reminded us of the Christ-light in us. Day by day you 
are saving us, healing our brokenness, calling forth our gifts, granting us 
strength to serve with Christ as part of your revelation to the world. Thank you, 
God, for all these blessings, and especially for the gift of hope. We dedicate 
ourselves anew to help shepherd your light into the world. Amen. 
 
[Children go to Church School] 
 
♫ Hymn of Praise   No. 294   There’s a Spirit in the Air  (verses 1-5) 
There’s a spirit in the air, telling Christians everywhere: 
“Praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working in our world.” 
 
Lose your shyness, find your tongue; tell the world what God has done: 



God in Christ has come to stay. Live tomorrow’s life today. 
 
When believers break the bread, when a hungry child is fed: 
Praise the love that Christ reveled, living, working in our world. 
 
Still the Spirit gives us light, seeing wrong and setting right: 
God in Christ has come to stay. Live tomorrow’s life today. 
 
When a stranger’s not alone, where the homeless find a home: 
Praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working in our world. 
 
The Community Shares God’s Word 
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:13-16 
[Jesus said] “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled 
under foot. 
 
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after 
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light 
to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 
 
Sermon     
 
The Community Responds to God’s Word 
 
♫Hymn of Response    No. 181   You are Salt for the Earth, O People 
You are salt for the earth, O people: salt for the reign of God! 
Share the flavor of life, O people: life in the City of God! 
 
Refrain: 
Bring forth the reign of mercy, bring forth the reign of peace; 
Bring forth the reign of justice, bring forth the City of God! 
 
You are a light on the hill, O people: light for the City of God! 
Shine so holy and bright, O people: shine for the City of God! 
Refrain 
 
You are a seed of the Word, O people: bring forth the reign of God! 
Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, grow in the City of God! 



Refrain 
 
We are a blessed and a pilgrim people: bound for the reign of God! 
Love our journey and love our homeland: love is the City of God! 
Refrain 
 
Announcements; Joys and Concerns; Prayers of the People 
 
Pastor: Let us pray…as he taught us to pray to you, saying: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory for ever. Amen. 
 
Offering 
Thank you for your offerings; through your generosity, we are doing God’s work in 
the world. 
 
Thank you for your offerings for Jane’s Pocket, which will help a local asylum seeker 
and her daughter receive much needed legal counsel in their immigration hearings. 
 
The Community Goes Forth 
 
♫Sending Hymn    No. 573    Lead On Eternal Sovereign  
Lead on eternal Sovereign, we follow in your way; 
Loud rings your cry for justice, your call for peace this day: 
Through prayerful preparation, your grace will make us strong, 
To carry on the struggle to triumph over wrong. 
 
Lead on eternal Sovereign, we follow not with fear, 
For in each human conflict your words of strength we hear: 
That when we serve with gladness, you will not let us fall. 
Our trust is in your promise that love will conquer all. 
 
Lead on eternal Sovereign, till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 
And all your saints together will sing a hymn of peace; 
Then all in your dominion will live with hearts set free, 
To love and serve each other for all eternity. 
 
Blessing and Sending Prayer 



Pastor: Go in hope, that the world will hear in your words the voice of God and 
experience love. Go in joy, for the transforming work of the Spirit has made you new. 
Go in peace and share the good news of Jesus Christ! Amen. 
 
All: Our worship has ended, our service begins, as we take God’s light out into 
the world with us! 
 
♫Postlude   Toccata   by Girolamo Frescobaldi 

 


