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The Community Gathers 

  

Lighting of the Candle 

 

Welcome   

 

Announcements, Joys & Concerns 

 

♫Prelude 

  

Gathering Prayer   
 

Pastor: Happy are all whom God has chosen as a heritage. Let us come into the loving 

presence of God,  

All: who welcomes us all.  

 

Pastor:  God fashions our hearts and guides our living.  

All: Eternal blessing on all who come to know God.   
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Pastor: God abides in you.   

All: Our hearts are glad, and we give thanks. 
 

♫Hymn of Praise No. 425 For the Fruit of All Creation      

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. For God’s gifts to every nation, 

thanks be to God. For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are 

sleeping, future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 

 

In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done. In the help we give our neighbor, 

God’s will is done. In our world-wide task of caring, for the hungry and despairing, 

in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done. 

 

For the harvest of the Spirit, thanks be to God. For the good we all inherit, thanks 

be to God. For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 

most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God. 
 

 

The Community Shares God’s Word 

 

Scripture Reading:   

Psalm 1: 1-3 

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that 

sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 

and on God’s law they meditate day and night. 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, 

and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

 

Jeremiah 31:7–9 

For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the 

chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the 

remnant of Israel.” 

 

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the 

farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 

those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. 



 

With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let 

them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I 

have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 

Sermon          

 

The Community Responds to God’s Word 

 

Hymn of Response No. 563 We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky      

We cannot own, the sunlit sky, the moon, the wild - flowers growing, for we are 

part, of all that is, within life’s river flowing. With open hands, receive and share, 

the gifts of God’s, creation, that all may have, abundant life, in every earthly 

nation. 

 

When bodies shiver in the night, and weary wait, for morning, when children have, 

no bread but tears, and war horns sound, their warning, God calls humanity to 

wake, to join in com - mon labor, that all may have, abundant life, in oneness with 

their neighbor. 

 

God calls humanity to join, as partners in, creating, a future free, from want or 

fear, life’s goodness celebrating. That new world beckons from afar, invites our 

shared, endeavor, that all may have, abundant life and peace endure, forever. 
 

Prayers of The People 

 

Pastor: Let us turn our hearts and minds again to God in prayer… pray as he taught 

us to pray to you, saying: 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 

ever.  Amen.  
 

 

Offering 

Thank you for your electronic offerings, or for mailing in your offerings for the 



ministry and mission of this congregation.  Through your generosity, we are doing 

God’s work in the world. 

 

Thank you for all you are doing to help keep all in community safe, including 

getting vaccinated (if safe for you), wearing of face masks, physically distancing, 

and hand washing. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

 

Pastor: Ever gracious God, we bring our offerings with thanksgiving for your loving 

presence  

All: in all our comings and goings, in times of doubt and times of faithfulness.   

 

Pastor: May our offerings—time, talent, treasure—help your people to know you and 

serve you more fully.  

All: Equip us for good work in your holy name, that your church may witness boldly 

and influence profoundly.  

 

Pastor: As we continue to walk in kindness with your creation 

All: we will strive to be the faith community you envision we can be. Amen. 
 

The Community Goes Forth  

 

♫Sending Hymn  No. 569 Touch the Earth Lightly (verses 1, 3-4) 

Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, nourish the life of, the world in our 

care. Gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, trust for the children, tomorrow will 

bear. 

 

Let there be greening, birth from the burning, water that blesses, and air that is 

sweet, health in God’s garden, hope in God’s children, regeneration, that peace will 

complete. 

 

God of all living, God of all loving, God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, teach 

us deflect us, Christ reconnect us, using us gently, and making us one. 
 

Benediction and Sending Prayer 



 

Pastor: Love to you, from God our Creator. 

All: With great gladness, we love God with all our heart, soul, and mind.  

 

Pastor: Peace to you, from the one who shows us all that we can be.   

All: Peace we joyfully receive, and joyfully offer to all. 

 

Pastor: Grace to you, from the Spirit who is in you, truly. 

All: We will let our spirits shine, moving in and among our neighbors, sharing God’s 

love with all. 

 

Pastor: Our worship has ended, 

All: Our service begins, as we take God’s light out into the world with us! 

 

♫Postlude 

  

Pastor: Rev. Leslie Schenk 

Accompanist: Wilder Deitz 

Ministers: All the people of Plymouth Congregational UCC 

  

Thoughts to Ponder 

“Giving is an act of generosity. Giving is sowing a seed. The seed will produce great 

harvest of fruits.” ― Lailah Gifty Akita  

 

“There is a great difference between successfulness and fruitfulness. Success comes 

from strength, control, and respectability. A successful person has the energy to 

create something, to keep control over its development, and to make it available in 

large quantities. Success brings many rewards and often fame. Fruits, however, come 

from weakness and vulnerability. And fruits are unique. A child is the fruit conceived 

in vulnerability, community is the fruit born through shared brokenness, and 

intimacy is the fruit that grows through touching one another's wounds. Let's remind 

one another that what brings us true joy is not successfulness but fruitfulness.”― 

Henri J.M. Nouwen, Bread for the Journey: A Daybook of Wisdom and Faith 

 

Over time, grit is what separates fruitful lives from aimlessness. ― John Ortberg 

 



And a daily (morning) prayer to center yourself for this week  

Loving God, You desire wholeness and well-being for us and all creation. 

We hold in tenderness and prayer the collective suffering of our world at this time. 

We grieve precious lives lost and vulnerable lives threatened. 

We ache for ourselves and our neighbors, standing before an uncertain future.  

We pray: may love, not fear, go viral.  May peace, not violence, go viral. May hope, 

not despair, go viral.  

Inspire our leaders to discern and choose wisely, aligned with the common good. 

Help us to continue our holy practices of physical distancing and mask wearing and 

hand washing, and reveal to us new and creative ways to come together in spirit and 

in solidarity. 

 

Call us to profound trust in your faithful presence, You, the God who does not 

abandon. 

Amen. 

 

Adapted from a prayer by Sister Christine Koelhoffer,IHM, shared in a devotional 

posting by Cameron Trimble of the Convergence Project 


