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The Community Gathers 
  
Lighting of the Candle 
 
Welcome   
 
Announcements, Joys & Concerns 
 
♫Prelude 
  
Gathering Prayer (adapted from Psalm 30) 
 
Pastor: Sing praises to God, all you faithful ones!  
All: We praise God, our source of being. 
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Pastor: Where there seems to be no way, 
All: God leads us in a new way.  
 
Pastor: God is always charting new courses and new ways of being in the world, ways 
that include us:  that unites creation in a collective call of “Peace!”   
All: We are the waters in which God swims. 
 
Pastor: Where there seems to be no mercy,    
All: God surprises us with fresh mercy. 
  
Pastor: Where there seems to be only sorry and fear  

All: God offers us compassion and hope. 
 
Pastor: Sing praises to God, all you faithful ones!    
All: We praise God, our source of love and peace. 
 

♫Hymn of Praise No. 69 I Come, God, Creator, Be Our Shield 

Come God creator be our shield, the one to whom our cares we yield, and in our 
worship faith impart, your grace and calm to every heart. 

Come gracious Jesus be our guest, our morning joy our evening rest, and in our 
daily lives impart, your love and peace to every heart. 

Come holy spirit be our guide, our strength to risk against the tide, that in God’s 
world we shall impart, your light and hope to every heart. 

 
Children’s Message 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heave. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever.  Amen. 
 



♫Sung Prayer Response No. 283 Spirit of the Living God 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
   
The Community Shares God’s Word 
 
Scripture Readings:  Mark 5:21–43 

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered 
around him; and he was by the sea. Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named 
Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet and begged him repeatedly, “My 
little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she 
may be made well, and live.” So he went with him. 

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. Now there was a woman who 
had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. She had endured much under 
many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather 
grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and 
touched his cloak, for she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.” 
Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of 
her disease. Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned 
about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?” And his disciples said to 
him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 
He looked all around to see who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had 
happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the 
whole truth. He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and 
be healed of your disease.” 

While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your 
daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” But overhearing what they 
said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” He 
allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. 
When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, 
people weeping and wailing loudly. When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do 
you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” And they 
laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and took the child’s father and mother 
and those who were with him, and went in where the child was. He took her by the 



hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” And 
immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). 
At this they were overcome with amazement. He strictly ordered them that no one 
should know this, and told them to give her something to eat 
 
Sermon 
  

♫Hymn No. 553 There is a Balm in Gilead 
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole, there is a balm in Gilead 
to heal the sin-sick soul. 

Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain, but then the Holy 
Spirit revives my soul again. 

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole, there is a balm in Gilead 
to heal the sin-sick soul. 

Don’t ever feel discouraged for Jesus is your friend, who if you ask for 
knowledge will never fail to lend. 

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole, there is a balm in Gilead 
to heal the sin-sick soul. 

If you cannot preach like Peter if you cannot pray like Paul, you can tell the love 
of Jesus who died to save us all. There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded 
whole, there is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 

 
The Community Responds to God’s Word 

   
Offering 
Thank you for your electronic offerings, or for mailing in your offerings for the 
ministry and mission of this congregation.  Through your generosity, we are doing 
God’s work in the world. 
Thank you for all you are doing to help keep all in community safe, including 
getting vaccinated (if safe for you), wearing of face masks, physically distancing, 
and hand washing. 
  
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 



  
Pastor: Generous God, take our gifts and use them so that we may be part of 

All: your great work in this world. 
 
Pastor: Through our giving, bring a brighter day 

All: of justice and love 
  
Pastor: not just in our community but in the wide world beyond us.  Strengthen our 
church and the whole United Church of Christ so that we grow together each day  
All: into a powerful voice for healing and peace. Amen. 
  
The Community Goes Forth 
 
♫Sending Hymn  No. 575 O For a World 

O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways, where love is lived and 
all is done with justice and with praise. 

O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved, where truth is spoken 
children spared equality achieved. 

We welcome one world family and struggle with each choice, that opens us to 
unity and gives our vision voice. 

The poor are rich the weak are strong the foolish ones are wise. Tell all who 
mourn outcasts belong who perishes will rise. 

O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace. Where time and tears 
will be no more and all but love will cease. 

  
Benediction and Sending Prayer 
 
Pastor: We are children of God who walk in the assurance of 
All: God's presence with us and love for us always! 
 
Pastor: We go forth, walking with the living Christ. 
All: We go forth, in faith and hope and joy! 
 



Pastor: Love to you, from God our Creator. Peace to you, from the one who shows us 
all that we can be.  Grace to you, from the Spirit who blesses you, now and always. 
All: Our worship has ended, our service begins, as we take God’s light out into the 
world with us! 
 
♫Postlude 
  
Pastor: Rev. Leslie Schenk 
Accompanist: Lyle Anderson 
Ministers: All the people of Plymouth Congregational UCC 
  
Thoughts to Ponder 

“All I ever wanted was to reach out and touch another human being not just with my 
hands but with my heart.” 
― Tahereh Mafi 

“Courage. Kindness. Friendship. Character. These are the qualities that define us as 
human beings, and propel us, on occasion, to greatness.” 
― R.J. Palacio, Wonder 

“In the end, though, maybe we must all give up trying to pay back the people in this 
world who sustain our lives. In the end, maybe it’s wiser to surrender before the 
miraculous scope of human generosity and to just keep saying thank you, forever and 
sincerely, for as long as we have voices.” 
― Elizabeth Gilbert 

 
 
And a daily (morning) prayer to center yourself for this week (source: 
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/summer-prayers) 
 
Summer Blessing for Families 
 
May we make our homes places of relaxation, 
joy, love, peace and safety. 
May we be generous and considerate, 
not thinking only about ourselves, 
but helping others enjoy the blessings of the summertime. 
Lord God, Creator of all things, 

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/summer-prayers


guide our steps and strengthen our hearts 
during these months of summer and vacation days. 
Grant us refreshment of mind and body. 
May we constantly strive to make a meaningful difference 
in the lives of our loved ones and in the world around us 
as we enjoy the warm days of summertime. 


