
 

 

What is the Kingdom of Heaven? 
(message for July 26, 2020 by David Mickle) 

 
What is the kingdom of Heaven? 
Where is the Kingdom of Heaven? 
How do we get to the kingdom of Heaven? 
 
These are very important questions. Today we will look into: what is the 

kingdom of Heaven by comparing it too things that we can relate to. 

 

The first comparison is to a mustard seed, which is very small (example 

photo) Plant it and it grows to a 10 foot shrub, large enough to provide a 

good place for birds to nest, I personally have never seen a full grown 

mustard shrub (photo). So what can we compare that to in out own 

experience? How about a computer chip (photo), the small device that is 

the driving force behind our cell phones, ipads, and computers. It is as 

small as your finger tip but if you put the right electronic components 

around it you get our modern day devices. And look at what we put into 

those devices: all of our contact information and friends, all our photos of 

family, friends, special events, all our documents (trivial and important), 

plus they have access to a world of knowledge. All from a small little chip. 

 

So what does this tell us about the kingdom of Heaven? Well it sounds like 

it is something that can start out very small but grows into something very 

large. We don’t know how it grows but it can if nurtured or in our example 

added onto. 

 

Our next example is yeast or leaven into three measures of flour. I did not 

know what the difference between yeast and leaven was so I looked it up. 



 

 

Yeast as a lot of us think of it is a small packet that we buy at the grocery 

store with three stars on it. Actually though it is a fungal entity and to see 

individual fungi one has to use a microscope, Leaven is a remanent of 

fermented dough. So similar to yeast but not as small. This example is 

more relatable to us especially in these days of COVID-19 where many of 

us have taken to baking our own bread. I know personally it took Kate, who 

does the shopping, weeks to find any yeast in the grocery store because so 

many people were baking. What may not be familiar to us is how much 

three measure in the bible refers to. It is about 2/3 of a bushel of flour or 21 

liters if that means more to you. That is a lot of flour, not something I mix up 

in my kitchen but maybe something that would occur at a bakery. Enough 

to make massive quantities of food. So again we see that something very 

small grows into something quite large and again we are not sure what this 

seed or yeast is or how to nurture it. 

 

On to the next example of the kingdom of Heaven, treasure buried in a field 

that is so valuable that the person finding it would be willing to sell 

everything they have to buy the field it lies in. I have never seen a buried 

treasure other than in the movies (photo)  or on a video game (photo) so 

what else could we compare this to? Any suggestions? How about a long 

lost rich uncle who dies with no near relatives and no will. Are you willing to 

sell everything, mortgaging your house to the hilt to get the best possible 

lawyer to represent your claim? If it works you will be fixed for life. So, this 

kingdom of Heaven is very valuable and may turn up anywhere. 

 



 

 

The next parable about the pearl of great value (photo) is similar to the 

treasure in the field. This item is worth giving up everything one has in 

order to possess it. 

 

Now we move to the kingdom of Heaven being like a net thrown out that 

brings in the good and the evil and the angels will separate out the evil. 

This seems to be understandable because we know about this type of 

activity even today. (photo) So what would be another example in out 

present day? How about the TV evangelist or maybe today it would include 

a Zoom evangelist. They throw out the word of Jesus to large groups 

hoping to bring in a lots of people who will eventual be sorted by how much 

they give in return. The point, I think, we should take away from this is that 

even though many will be attracted to the kingdom of Heaven not all will be 

suitable to enter but it is not up to us to determine but the heavenly beings. 

 

The last two sentences of our scripture today is not a parable but rather 

Jesus is asking if they understood the parables he just gave to them. The 

answer was “Yes”. It is not clear to whom the “they” in the scripture refers 

to. Jesus was talking to crowd from a boat so it could be the crowd or 

maybe the disciples since they had problems understanding parables 

previously. Probably the disciples because he goes on to say ( and here I 

will quote from the revised English translation of the Bible) 

 “When, therefore, a teacher of the law has become a learner in the  

  kingdom of Heaven, he is like a householder who can produce 

from    his stores things new and old.” 

 



 

 

So let us recap what we learned about the kingdom of Heaven. This is 

where you should listen carefully. Have I got everyones attention? OK, the 

kingdom of Heaven can start out small and grow large. It is very valuable, 

worth giving up everything to obtain. The kingdom of Heaven is cast out to 

all but some will be rejected. 

 

Now I am going to go out on a limb here and suggest that the little bit of 

leaven we mentioned earlier is the “Holy Spirit”. But first let me tell you a 

story. Many years ago I was traveling into town from the country side where 

I was staying at the time. It was a beautiful sunny Sunday morning. On the 

way I noticed a hitchhiker and stopped to pick him up. Before he got in the 

car he threw the half empty beer he was drinking in to the near by field. On 

our way into town we talked. I said I was going to church so he proceeded 

to tell me that it was all a farce that we were really living in Hell here on 

earth. The earth was a Hell to him and I am sure he truly believed that. 

Now, for the last year the Monday Meditation group has been considering 

the fruits of the spirit listed by Paul in Galatians 5: 22-23. It has also been 

listed on the board (photo) that has been at the front of the sanctuary for 

the last year. The fruits are: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity 

or goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. It seems to me the 

fruits are priceless and grow from allowing a little bit of the spirit into our 

heart. This if it happens will lead to a continued growing just like the leaven 

in the bread. I think we see that here in this church here on this earth. 

Perhaps that is to create a balance as is so often seen in nature. Here in 

our church we see the fruits of the Spirit present and freely given out to 

others. I am glad that our faith has brought us all to this church where the 



 

 

fruits of the spirit are creating a little bit of the kingdom of Heaven here on 

earth and allowing it to grow and grow. Amen! 


