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May 10, 2020 (John 14:1-14) “What will we be able to say” 
 

When I was teaching economics classes, I was often amazed at what the students 
would or would not remember about what I said when I lectured.  You may have 
experienced this in your work or in your life, where some of the most important things 
you said were forgotten.  As a parent you might have given about ten thousand great 
life lessons in all your years talking with your children, but what they remember was the 
one time you swore in front of them, or the one time you insulted your boss or your 
neighbor or your mother (and retold it in front of the offended person).   

There are a lot of things written in the gospels that Jesus supposedly said, but how 
many of them are remembered (or remembered correctly), and how many are somehow 
forgotten or glossed over?  We have, I think, a good example of just that in today’s 
gospel passage.  Jesus has a lot to say in our reading today, which is part of a long 
farewell discourse or farewell lesson Jesus gives to his disciples at that last supper with 
them before he is betrayed and handed over to the authorities.  And some of this 
passage is remembered much more that what might arguably be the most difficult part, 
but the most important part. 

We remember the first part of today’s passage, for it is something we sometimes hear at 
funeral services when we need it most, the comfort offered by Jesus as he says “do not 
let your hearts be troubled” and offers us the promise that we will have a dwelling place 
with God always.   

And the second part of today’s passage is well known and remembered, and we 
perhaps cringe a bit on hearing it.  Jesus says “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me” and in it many hear that brand of 
Christian exceptionalism, a sort of litmus test for who is the one true faith and who is 
not. Let’s get one thing out of the way right away: Jesus did not say this to establish a 
litmus test for determining who is saved and who isn’t.  It is not a claim to the 
supremacy of Christianity over all other expressions of faith as the one true way to God.  
We could spend a bunch of time today parsing out the fact that, well, first of all it was a 
Jew speaking these words, since Jesus was a practicing Jew.  And we could talk about 
how John in his gospel had a particular audience in mind, the early band of Jesus 
followers who were trying to carve out what it meant to be a Jesus-following Jew among 
people who saw them as heretics.   

But it doesn’t really feel like a good time, with all that is going on in the world, to be 
parsing out such religious squabbles.  We have other more pressing problems of the 
day to try to suss out.   

And we remember the very end, when Jesus says, “I will do whatever you ask in my 
name…if in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it” for it is also something that 
plays into what we would like to hear, Jesus as a sort of Santa Claus magician, 
conjuring up whatever our hearts desire just at the mere mention from our lips, and then 
we get disappointed and turned off of God when we do not get the stacks of money or 
promotion we asked for.  Again, we could parse out how he was really challenging us 
here, if we are going to ask for something “in his name,” well, we better think deeply  
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about what we ask for “in his name,” and asking for something as petty as grand riches 
“in his name” is, well, just showing the world that we don’t really know him at all. 

But wait, we skipped over something there…how about the stuff in-between?  Philip, 
who hasn’t quite got it yet, asking Jesus for another vision/miracle “show us the Father, 
and we will be satisfied.” In other words, well, we’ve seen the miracles, we’ve heard the 
teachings, we’ve seen you heal and welcome and bless, but we want more.  And Jesus’ 
answer – you have seen it: all the love I have shown, that is what God is all about.  And 
then Jesus says that part that one doesn’t hear about as much: “very truly, I tell you, the 
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
that these, because I am going to the Father.” In other words, if you sense God at work 
in what I have said and done, well, then, you will do likewise, you will heal, you will 
welcome, you will bless, you will teach in word and deed that no one is outside of God’s 
love, you will do greater than I have, there will be more that you will be called on to do, 
for you go on in my name.   

Jesus experienced the Father in him, and wants us to experience this for ourselves too, 
although it is not easy to admit, for it requires so much of us.  Our better selves, our 
better nature, our conscious, our soul,…whatever we want to call it.  

I shared in my children’s message, which is available on our website, a parable of sorts 
that fits in with Jesus’ teaching here, but comes from the Buddhist tradition.  It is a 
parable about a teacher at a school, who tells his students that the school is in need of 
funds, and tells the students to go out and steal the purses of all the wealthy people in 
the nearby city.  The teacher says to do this, but only if they can do it so no one sees 
them.  The students are at first stunned, for the teacher has taught them it is wrong to 
steal.  But the teacher says, yes, it is wrong to steal, unless it is absolutely necessary, 
but remember, don’t steal if someone can see you.  The students leave on their task, 
well, all but one.  The teacher asks why the student hasn’t left, doesn’t he want to help 
the school stay open, and the student says "But you said that we had to steal without 
being seen. I know that there is no place on Earth that I would not be seen, for I would 
always see myself."  "Excellent!" exclaimed the teacher. "That is just the lesson that I 
hoped my students would learn, but you were the only one to see it. Run and tell your 
friends to return to the temple before they get us into trouble."  When they returned, the 
Master told them the words the boy had spoken and they all understood the lesson, as 
the teacher said to them, “No matter what we do, we always have a part of ourselves 
that is quietly watching, and that knows right from wrong and can guide us if we listen.”  

Jesus’ connection with God; they saw Jesus as special because in him they 
experienced God more deeply.  And he said, go and do likewise.  We have been given 
love, we have love to share.  We have been given power, we have power to 
share,…Not about who we say Jesus is, but about who people will say we are after all is 
said and done.  Jesus saying we will be identified by our washing others feet, not by our 
feet being washed.  In fact, we won’t keep our feet clean if we are doing what we need 
to be doing.  But we can’t see that we are the ones who can do it, unless we sense that 
God light in us, and find its power for us. 

“The one who believes in me will do the works I do, and even greater things…” So 
maybe Jesus didn’t face a global pandemic in his time that required him to quarantine 
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and wear a mask and keep a distance in public, but that is a greater thing we will have 
to do in his name, in order to love as he loved.  And maybe Jesus wasn’t called upon to 
try to work on the deep divides in all aspects of life between whites and non-whites, but 
we are called to do this greater thing, in order to love as he loved.  And maybe Jesus 
didn’t face the adverse effects of climate change needing drastic changes to how we 
live and work, but we do.   

What will they say about us, when this pandemic is past us, about how we loved others, 
if we don’t wear masks or sacrifice by self-isolating?  What will they say about us, years 
from now, if we are not worked for racial justice and to demolish the racial divide we are 
now in?  What will they say about us, years from now, about how we responded to 
policies that separated children from their parents at the border and in effect imprisoned 
children alone, without adequate medical care, without proper supervision or education 
or emotional support?  What will they say about us, years from now, if the air in 
unbreathable or the ground cannot bear food or the seas have risen and swallowed up 
cities and towns and people?  What will they say about us?  Will they say that yes, we 
followed in his ways, we loved, we welcomed, we cared for one another, in ways that 
yes were even greater than what he did?  Will they say that we loved as he loved? 

Today’s passage comes after Jesus has washed the feet of his disciples, and called 
them to go and do likewise, be servants in the service of others, so loving kindness to 
those in need, to care for one another as we are cared for.  What will they say about us, 
when we are no longer here?  Then is not the time to wonder. Now is the time to “go 
and do likewise.” Because when we do, we are responding to that better nature within 
us all, that God-light, that love that will not let us go.  We are loving as we have been 
loved, and as he showed us to love.  We have paid attention to the hardest part of the 
lesson, and been blessed by it.  And that is the challenge of the Good News for us 
today. 
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Let us turn our hearts and minds again to God in prayer. God of all, wrap us in 
your love and care today, in all ways, and always. May we each in our private 
concerns hear your universal call to come, lay down heavy burdens, and find a 
welcome rest, find renewal, find new patience and strength and courage. 
 
There are so many among us, in our community, and in the world in need of your 
healing compassion and care – grant all in need an experience of your renewing 
touch, especially… 
We hold in our prayers today especially those living in facilities that are in lock 
down, many of whom struggle with new ways of communicating, and those for 
whom the isolation is weighing on their mental and emotional well-being.  Bless 
them and all of us with your healing compassion and care. 
 
O one who is mother and father to us all, bless those who mother to others.  
Across our globe mothers are struggling in these days, worrying over the health of 
their loved ones, wondering about economic security, hoping for a better day.  
We especially pray for mothers juggling work and housework and home 
schooling, for those who are quarantined from their children because of illness or 
because their work puts them at risk for the virus, and those who cannot choose 
not to work because of economic strain.  Bless the mothers who fear for the lives 
of their children because they live amid violence, in place of war or extreme 
poverty, because their children are incarcerated or in detention centers.  Bless 
mothers who mourn the loss of children to disease, accident, or violence.  Bless 
Ahmaud Arbery’s mother, who this week had to experience what would have 
been his 26th birthday, but he was killed in February, yet another, too too many, 
killed simply for being a person of color.   
 
Bless our own mothers, or our dear memories of them, which we hold now in this 
moment of silent prayer and meditation…Bless them, strengthen them, 
encourage them, empower them.  Help them to give birth to a new way, a better 
world for all. 
 
God who cares for us like a mother hen, help us as we carry our personal loads.  
And then, with our burdens lightened even a little, may we be inspired to help 
lighten the load of others, so that we may all walk with the one we call Savior, 
who taught us to pray to you, saying,  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
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this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, and we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
 

 
 


