
A "VIRTUAL" SERVICE TO UNITE US IN SPIRIT 

FOR SUNDAY MAY 31, 2020 (PENTECOST SUNDAY) 

(and a daily prayer) 
 

  

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 

2401 Atwood Avenue, Madison WI 

     

Gathering Music 

 

Lighting of the Candle 

 

Welcome and Announcements and Joys & Concerns 

  

Gathering Prayer        

Pastor: In the beginning—before there was anything, before you and me, just as the 

universe began to be created—there was a wind, an energy, a Spirit that brooded, 

hovering across the face of the empty creation, and breathed life and form and beauty 

into existence, 

All: Come, Holy Spirit, come! 

  

Pastor:  The prophets were charged, filled with inspiration and promise.  People made 

bold new decisions, in light of God’s love.  

All: Come, Holy Spirit, come! 

  

Pastor:  On a day like today, among people like us seeking to continue to follow the 

one we call Christ, in spite of their fear and anxiety, their concerns and their 

astonishment 

All: the Spirit came! 

  

Pastor:  In the company of the Spirit, impossibilities are made possible.  Hope can 

lead to new life for all creation. 

All: Be with us, Holy Spirit, now and always! 

  

  

♫Hymn of Praise No. 84 This is the Day that the Lord Has Made 

 

1. This is the day, this is the day, that our God has made, that our God has made, we 

will rejoice, we will rejoice, and be glad in it, and be glad in it. This is the day that our 

God has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.  This is the day, this is the day that 

our God has made. 
 

  



Sharing of Christ’s Peace 

Pastor: Jesus said “Peace be with you,” so we can respond to one another, and to all 

creation: 

All: Christ’s peace be with you. 

  

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor: Let us turn our hearts and minds again to God in prayer…taught us to pray to 

you, saying: 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, and we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 

 

♫Sung Prayer Response #283 Spirit of the Living God 

  

Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me; 

Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me. 

  

 

Scripture Reading and Message: Acts 2:1-21, in drama form 

 

 

Sermon   

  

♫Hymn of Response No. 286 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 

  

1. Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. Spirit, 

spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. You 

moved on the waters, you called to the deep, then you coaxed up the 

mountains, from the valleys of sleep. And over the eons, you called to each 

thing, awake from your slumbers, and rise on your wings. 

2. Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. Spirit, 

spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. You swept 

through the desert, you stung with the sand, and you goaded your people, with 

a law and a land. When they were confounded, by their idols and lies, then you 

spoke through your prophets, to open their eyes. 

3. Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. Spirit, 

spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. You sang 



in a stable, you cried from a hill, then you whispered in silence, when the whole 

world was still. And down in the city, you called once again, when you blew 

through your people, on the rush of the wind. 

4. Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. Spirit, 

spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. You call 

from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, from the bondage of sorrow, the 

captives dream dreams. Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes, with 

bold new decisions, your people arise. 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. Spirit, spirit 

of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

  

Offering 

Thank you for your electronic offerings, or for mailing in your offerings for the 

ministry and mission of this congregation.  Through your generosity, we are doing 

God’s work in the world. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

 

Pastor: Let us pray…Gracious God, may these gifts we bring become intention and 

action, 

All: fulfilling Christ’s commandment to love. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction and Sending Prayer 

Pastor: Spirit of joy and laughter 

All: lift up our hearts. 

  

Pastor: Spirit of fire 

All: burn brightly in and through us. 

  

Pastor: Spirit of creation 

All: create anew in us. 

  

Pastor: Spirit of peace 

All: give us peace, and help us to bring peace. 

  

Pastor: Spirit of imagination and vision 

All: give us courage and strength. 

  

Pastor: Spirit of promise 

All: speak promise through us. 



  

Pastor: Spirit of love 

All: love us, and help us to love. 

  

Pastor: Let us go forth walking with the living Christ. 

All: We go forth, in faith and hope and joy! 

 

Pastor: Love to you, from God our Creator. Peace to you, from the one who shows us 

all that we can be.  Grace to you, from the Spirit who blesses you, now and always. 

All: Our worship has ended, our service begins, as we take God’s light out into 

the world with us! 

 

♫Postlude  #177 God of Change and Glory 

1. God of change and glory, God of time and space, when we fear the future, give 

to us your grace, in the midst of changing ways, give us still the grace to praise. 

Many gifts, one spirit one love know in many ways, in our difference is 

blessing from diversity we praise, one giver one word one spirit one God, 

known in many ways, hallowing our days, for the giver for the gifts praise, 

praise, praise! 

2. God of many colors, God of many signs, you have made us different, blessing 

many kinds, as the old ways disappear, let your love cast out our fear. Many 

gifts, one spirit one love know in many ways, in our difference is blessing from 

diversity we praise, one giver one word one spirit one God, known in many 

ways, hallowing our days, for the giver for the gifts praise, praise, praise! 

3. Freshness of the morning, newness of each night, you are still creating, endless 

love and light, this we see as shadows part, many gifts from one great heart. 

Many gifts, one spirit one love know in many ways, in our difference is 

blessing from diversity we praise, one giver one word one spirit one God, 

known in many ways, hallowing our days, for the giver for the gifts praise, 

praise, praise! 
 

 

After the service today, if you feel comfortable doing so, you are invited to go 

to your windows, balconies, or yards and ring wind chimes, bells, or other 

noise makers and shout out “This is the day our God has made; let us be glad 

and rejoice in it!”  

  

Pastor: Rev. Leslie Schenk 

Ministers: All the people of Plymouth Congregational UCC 

  
 



 

Thoughts to Ponder 

  

"Those in whom the Spirit comes to live are God's new Temple. They are, 

individually and corporately, places where heaven and earth meet." N.T. Wright, 

21st century 

 

"Don't ask yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself what makes you come 

alive, and go do that, because what the world needs is people who have come 

alive." Howard Thurman, 20th century 

 

"It's faith in something and enthusiasm for something that makes a life worth 

living." Oliver Wendell Holmes, 19th century 

 

 And a daily prayer to center yourself for this week (inspired by Galatians 5:22) 

 

Gracious and loving God, you are the giver of all good things. Help me to show forth 

the fruits of the Spirit. Help me to love, and to be full of joy, peace, and patience. 

Help me to be kind, good, faithful, and gentle when dealing with others. Give me the 

self control to be mindful in all that I do, that I may bear the fruits of the Spirit so that 

others may be blessed. Amen. 

  
 


