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A “Virtual” Service to Unite Us in Spirit for Palm Sunday 
April 5, 2020 

(and a daily prayer) 
 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 
2401 Atwood Avenue, Madison WI 

 
This service is for our Zoom service on 4/5, but can also be used by an individual or 
family worshipping on their own.   
 
As we start, feel free to light a candle, as the flame reminds us that God’s Spirit is with 
us. If you don’t have a candle or prefer not to light one, don’t worry – God’s Spirit is still 
with you! Feel free to change “us” and “we” to “me” and “I”, or keep the pronouns plural 
to heighten that sense that we are together in spirit, even though we cannot be together 
physically. If you are with others, designate a “leader”, a scripture reader,…, or do all 
prayers and readings together. 
 
Prelude    
 
Sharing God’s Word -- Scripture Reading: Matthew 21:1-11 (wave “palms” on cue) 
 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will 
send them immediately." This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 

"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and 
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The 
crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3a8fTTrAdE 
 
Communion (including the Lord’s Prayer) 
 
Prayers of Institution and Consecration 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3a8fTTrAdE
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All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, and we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever.  Amen.   
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 
 
Pretzel Prayer and Sharing of Christ’s Peace 
Hold arms folded on chest (like a pretzel) for the Pretzel Prayer (lead by Pastor Leslie), 
then hold your hands in front of you, palms up – a posture of receiving – and let us say 
together: “Christ’s peace be with you.” 
 
Message “Staying with Jesus All Week” 
Question to ponder: We go from celebration on Palm Sunday to celebration on Easter 
Sunday, but there is much struggle, pain, and death in between.  How difficult will it be 
to walk with Jesus in this in-between week we call Holy Week, given all the struggles we 
and our world are having this year?     
  
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
Leader: Let us turn our hearts and minds again to God in prayer. 

[leader offers a prayer, or those gathered together each offer something/someone to 
pray for; when all prayers are offered and a moment of silent meditation is offered, then 
all join for the Lord’s prayer.] 
 
 
Benediction: let us offer a benediction, together, a blessing, to one another 
Leader: Let us go forth, walking with the living Christ.   
All: Let us go forth, in faith and hope and joy!   
 
Leader: Love to you, from God our Creator. Peace to you, from the one who shows us 
all that we can be.  Grace to you, from the Spirit who blesses you, now and always.   
All: Our worship has ended, our service begins, as we take God’s light out into 
the world with us! 
 
Closing Prayer  from the hymn Go Now in Peace  
 

Leader: Go now in peace, never be afraid, and each hour of every day 
All: God go with you. 
 
Leader: Go now in faith, steadfast, strong, and true, and let God guide you 
All: in all we do. 
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Leader: Go now in love, and show you believe, reach out to others so all the world 
can see.  Because we can trust in God to be with us always, we can say to one 
another 
All: Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen. 

 
Postlude: God Be With You 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZHrtHdbdOE 
 
 
Thoughts to Ponder 
Marilynne Robinson, novelist (Gilead, and other works):   
"It all means more than I can tell you. So you must not judge what I know by what I find 
words for." 

William E. Gladstone, 19th century British statesperson 
"We look forward to the time when the Power of Love will replace the Love of Power. 
Then will our world know the blessings of peace." 

 
And a daily prayer to center yourself: in these days when we are cooped up and 

getting on each other’s nerves or feeling isolated, and living with uncertainty, this 

oldie but goodie might help center ourselves in community. 

 Spring Prayer 

  
(based on Isaiah 50:4a “The [Sovereign] God has given me the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.”) 
  
Give me the tongue of a teacher,  
a gentle tongue. 
  
Touch my tongue with your fingers, that I may know how to sustain, 
That I may recognize weariness in tired lines around lonely eyes, 
And stroke knotted shoulders, and breathe into myself the exhausted sigh, 
That I may choose my word well, not many words, just one kind word. 
  
Waken in me the ear of a listener  
a listener who is taught, by spring song of morning nesting, 
or beggar haunting of seagull, by the God-full words of strangers  
or the easy-to-ignore stammerings of those I know too well,  
even by the memory I have never spoken to myself. 
  
Oh, waken in me an ear that listens to more 

Even than these— 

Let me listen not only to bird call, but to wind under feathers. 
  
Let me listen to root. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZHrtHdbdOE
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Let me listen to shell spiral an echo of the sea. 
  
Let me listen to the hollowness where there is unprayed prayer,  
and the brightness where there are voices in the sky. 
  
Soul mother, open the portals in me—tongue and ear and spirit. 
Open me for wounds and worship, 
Unweary me to share your love. 
  
From page 95 of Maren C. Tirabassi and Joan Jordan Grant’s “An Improbable Gift of 
Blessing: Prayers and Affirmations to Nurture the Spirit”; Cleveland: United Church 
Press, 1998. 

 


