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A “Virtual” Service to Unite Us in Spirit for March 29, 2020 
(and a daily prayer) 

 
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 

2401 Atwood Avenue, Madison WI 
 
This service is for our Zoom service on 3/29, but can also be used by an individual or 
family worshipping on their own.   
 
As we start, feel free to light a candle, as the flame reminds us that God’s Spirit is with 
us. If you don’t have a candle or prefer not to light one, don’t worry – God’s Spirit is still 
with you! Feel free to change “us” and “we” to “me” and “I”, or keep the pronouns plural 
to heighten that sense that we are together in spirit, even though we cannot be together 
physically. If you are with others, designate a “leader”, a scripture reader,…, or do all 
prayers and readings together. 
 
Prelude    
 
Prayer to open us up to God’s presence among us    
Leader: When we have joys to celebrate and give thanks for… 
All: We have these people to gather with, friends who rejoice with us. 
 
Leader:  When we face difficulties and suffering in our lives... 
All: We have these people to gather with, friends who offer compassion and 

caring. 
 
Leader:  When we are angry and fearful about injustice and unkindness in our world… 
All: We have these people to gather with, friends who join us in making a more 

just and peaceful world. 

 
Leader:  Wherever we are on life’s journey… 
All: We have these spiritual friends, this body of Christ, this church, among whom 

we are welcome and embraced.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Sharing of Christ’s Peace 
Hold your hands in front of you, palms up – a posture of receiving – and let us say 
together: “Christ’s peace be with you.” 
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
Leader: Let us turn our hearts and minds again to God in prayer. 

[leader offers a prayer, or those gathered together each offer something/someone to 
pray for; when all prayers are offered and a moment of silent meditation is offered, then 
all join for the Lord’s prayer.] 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
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forgive us our debts, and we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever.  Amen.   
 
Sharing God’s Word -- Scripture Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
  

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, 
"Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord God, you know." Then he said to 
me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 
Lord." 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there 
were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but 
there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, 
a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring 
you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 
And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will 
act, says the Lord." 

 
Message  
Questions to ponder: How “dry” do your bones feel right now?  How dusty does the 
valley you live in feel?  Do you believe, somehow, sometime, that new life will be 
breathed into the dryness of our spirits? 
  
Song “God Will See Us Through” by Bryan Sirchio and Emma Ceurvels (©Bryan 
Sirchio, used by permission)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzokhS9KHFU  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  
Leader: Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.  As we struggle in these days of 
sacrifice and uncertainty, breathe new life into us.   
All: Renew us, encourage us, bless us.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzokhS9KHFU
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Leader: For all this we give you thanks, gracious God.  
All: For your courage and your wisdom and your peace, we give you thanks.    
 
Leader: As you illuminate our lives with insights and possibilities and guidance for 
difficult times, we dare to share your light with others through our caring ministries and 
random acts of kindness, and through our time and talents and energies we offer for 
your work in the world.   
All: All this we offer now in response to your love, our most treasured blessing.  
We want to shine, and with your help we know that we do shine.  In Jesus’ name 
we pray.  Amen.   
 
Benediction: let us offer a benediction, together, a blessing, to one another 
Leader: Let us go forth, walking with the living Christ.   
All: Let us go forth, in faith and hope and joy!   
 
Leader: Love to you, from God our Creator. Peace to you, from the one who shows us 
all that we can be.  Grace to you, from the Spirit who blesses you, now and always.   
All: Our worship has ended, our service begins, as we take God’s light out into 
the world with us! 
 
Closing Hymn/Prayer  Go Now in Peace (recited as prayer) 
 

Leader: Go now in peace, never be afraid 
All: God go with you each hour of every day. 
 
Leader: Go now in faith, steadfast, strong, and true. 
All: We know God will guide us in all we do. 
 
Leader: Go now in love, and show you believe, 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
All: God will be there, watching from above, 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen. 

 
  
 
Thought to ponder, from Mary Karr 
"If you live in the dark a long time and the sun comes out, you do not cross into it 
whistling. There's an initial uprush of relief at first, then--for me, anyway--a profound 
dislocation. My old assumptions about how the world works are buried, yet my new 
ones aren't yet operational. There's been a death of sorts, but without a few days in hell, 
no resurrection is possible." 
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And a daily prayer to center yourself: in these days when we are cooped up and 

getting on each other’s nerves or feeling isolated, and living with uncertainty, this 

oldie but goodie might help center ourselves in community. 

 Peace Prayer of Saint Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.  
 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive,  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 

 


