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The Plymouth Bell  
Plymouth Congregational 
United Church of Christ 

2401 Atwood Avenue, Madison, WI 53704                                          web site: www.pcucc.org 

 
February 2019 

 

 

What’s Going On? 

• Worship 
o Communion Sunday 2/3 
o Hosting Ash Wednesday noon 

service (ecumenical Seeds of 
Peace) 

 

• Events 
o Annual Meeting and potluck lunch 

2/3 after worship service 
o Leadership Retreat 2/9 
o Swiss Steak dinner 2/16 

 

• Education 
o Church School each Sunday 
o Confirmation class 2/3 and 2/17 at 5 

pm 
 

• Service 
o Meal for college students at The 

Crossing 2/10 
 

• Community 
o Prayers, cards, calls, visits for those 

in need and shut-ins 
 

• Always 
o Be present to God’s Spirit  
o Love of God 
o Love of neighbor 
o Give thanks! 

 

 

How Can I Help? 

• Sundays: lectors, greeters, ushers, 
Social Hour hosts, join the choir, offer 
musical anthem 

 

• Community: food pantry collection, 
PEP collection 

 

• Get involved: team work 
 

• Help needed: Swiss Steak dinner 
 

• Always: prayers, cards, calls, visits, 
helping hand 

 

• Give thanks! 

 
Note: more information on events and ways to help  

are included later in this issue. 

http://www.pcucc.org/
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Below I share a letter, written to you, from the General Minister and President of the United 
Church of Christ.  May it help us confirm our mission to all peoples, and may it inspire us in 
our work together for the building up of a peaceable world community. 

Peace and blessings,  

 

 

 

January 23, 2019 

 

Dear Partners in Christ:  

The vision of a body united –in purpose, in mission, in vision – is one that inspired the birth of 
our denomination. All of our spiritual impulses reverberate in an effort to call us into a more 
perfect union. Throughout our shared history as a people of faith and as a part of the Body of 
Christ, we have challenged ourselves to widen the circle of inclusion. Widening the circle has 
always come with growth pains as we shed old skins and welcome those whom we had 
previously thought unwelcome. And, with each new articulation of a more fully expressed 
Body of Christ we have realized new joy. Through it all we remain focused on the call to be 
one and committed to meeting the challenges inherent in that call.  

We are now living in and through a season when the threats to unity are legion. Talk of walls 
that mark refugees as threats, labels like ‘terrorist’ that attach too easily to Muslims, overt 
racial bias that normalizes fear and hatred, a pandemic of abuse to women with the trigger 
reflex to forgive the men who author that abuse have turned America into a land many of us 
no longer recognize and that too many of us are finding harder and harder to reconcile with 
our faith.  

Now more than ever, the Holy Spirit of the Living God and the Risen Christ is seeking to 
partner with anyone committed to unifying the human community. The gospel mandate to 
love our neighbor as we love ourselves resonates deep within us. It calls for the better angels 
among and within us to always resist impulses to hate, to condemn, to vilify, or to castigate. 
In such a time as this, the United Church of Christ’s call to fulfill the prayer of Jesus, that they 
may all be one, stands as an urgent mandate to disciples who envision a just world for all.  
United with you in God’s service, 

 

The Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer  

General Minister and President 
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Update on Sharing the Loaves and Fishes Project 

Thanks to all Plymouth folk who participated in a special mission project to do some good 
in the world – our “loaves and fishes” of about $8,200 (plus matching funds from some, and 
another $800 voted by the Discipleship group to go to humanitarian aid projects in southern 
Arizona related to immigration justice work) were distributed to many in our community, 
helping in so many ways.   

We hope this project inspired you to see that much good is being done in our community 
and in the world, with your help and the help of others.  If you haven’t reported yet about your 
“loaves and fishes,” there is still time to get your index cards in (put in the offering plate or 
turn into the office).  We have started work on the art project using these cards, which will be 
going up soon. 
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Among Our Friends and Members 

Section redacted for privacy. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Birthday Blessings 

02/01 – Charlene Levenick 

02/03 – Rachel Lorentz 

02/07 – Shailesh Rai 

02/08 – Jon Schultz 

02/09 – Ted Peterson 

02/10 – Johana Hagan 

02/11 – Bud Emery 

02/11 – James Mollway 

02/12 – Emma Caspar 

02/12 – Emmie Welch 

02/14 – Eva Binkley 

02/15 – Iris Brigham 

02/16 – Eliza Stephenson 

02/19 – Beth Goeddel 

02/20 – Jim Cleasby 

02/26 – Carol Martell 

 

 

Office Hours 

Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday-Friday 8:30 am – 12:30 pm and by appointment. Monday is 
the Pastor’s day off; emergency contacts only, please.   

Office Administrator’s hours: Tuesday-Friday, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm.   

Deadlines: Articles for the weekly bulletin insert and weekly newsletter are due by 
Thursday, 8:00 am.  Please email articles to Sally at swolf@pcucc.org). 

mailto:swolf@pcucc.org
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Church School News 

Regular church school classes meet on 
February 3, 17, and 24, as we learn about 
Jesus' ministry of teaching and healing.  
On February 10th, we will have a One 
Room Sunday School session focused on 
Jesus calling his first disciples.  In addition 
to sharing the story of the fishermen 
becoming fishers of men and women, we 
will talk about what it means to follow 
Jesus, and what we may have in common 
with those long-ago disciples.  

 

 

 

Game Night February 9 

First game night of 2019 is set for 
Saturday, February 9th, from 5-7ish pm. 
Pizza with a veggie option will be provided. 
If you wish, please bring a snack to add to 
the eats.  We will have a small variety of 
games.  Feel free to bring any games; 
board, card or otherwise.  

Any questions please call or text Cynthia 
Roskowic at 608-698-1008.  

Looking forward to this – always a fun-
filled event!!  

Cynthia, Congregational Life Team 

 

Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth 

 Scrumptious bakery sweets made by 
the team at Just Bakery will be available on 
February 24th. Their freshly baked goodies 
will be our coffee hour treats with additional 
items available for purchase. 

Just Bakery is a unique, four-month 
training program designed to prepare 
formerly-incarcerated men and women to 
work in commercial bakeries.  Students 
create, bake, market and sell their products 
with proceeds used to support the 
program.  This is an initiative of Madison-
area Urban Ministry (MUM), a non-profit 
interfaith organization that helps 
underserved populations.  

Please come on the 24th, ready to eat 
and purchase delicious treats.  Not only will 
it satisfy your sweet tooth, but it is also a 
way for Plymouth Church to show support 
of the Just Bakery program and to actively 
help its participants work towards their 
goals of self-sufficiency.  Proceeds from all 
items purchased will go directly to Just 
Bakery 

 

College Scholarships 
Deadline February 15 

Members of Plymouth UCC are invited 
to apply for 2019-2020 college 
scholarships of $1,000 to $2,000 from the 
Frank E. Page Scholarship 
Fund.  Applicants should be planning to 
begin or continue education at any 
accredited 2- or 4-year college or 
university, and should have a record of 
academic achievement, service to church 
and community, and demonstrated 
financial need.  The application deadline is 
February 15, 2019; contact 
scholarships@firstcongmadison.org for an 
electronic application.  Please speak with 
Marleen Lippert for more information (608-
838-3563). 

mailto:scholarships@firstcongmadison.org
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Swiss Steak Dinner 

Date - February 16, 2019 

Time - 5-7 PM 

What - Plymouth's FABULOUS 
Swiss Steak 
Dinner returns 
for another 
year!  This year, 
there will be a 
vegetarian 
option, along 
with the usual 
Swiss steak, mashed potatoes, 
veggies, gravy, and, of course, 
PIE!   

Cost - $8 (Tickets need to be 
purchased in advance). You can 
purchase tickets by signing up via 
email or talking to Dan Rolfs at 
church.   

This year, the Swiss Steak Dinner will 
be open to the public.  So, invite your 
friends and neighbors along as we 
continue this Plymouth tradition.   

We'll need help with making the food, 
setting the tables, serving, cleaning up, 
and of course, EATING!  Questions?  
Contact Dan Rolfs at 345-4238 or 
dwrolfs333@gmail.com. 

Plymouth Book Club Update 

Plymouth’s book club meets at Plymouth 
at noon on the first Wednesday of each 
month (except for July and August, when 
we recess for the summer) for a brown bag 
or potluck lunch and book discussion.  On 
February 6th, we’ll meet downstairs for a 
potluck; our book is Jesmyn Ward’s novel, 
Sing, Unburied, Sing.  On March 6th, we’ll 
meet in the Lounge for a brown bag 
discussion of Almost Everything: Notes on 
Hope by Anne LaMott.  April 3rd will be 
another potluck, and discussion of Ishmael 
by Daniel Quinn, and on May 1st we’ll 
gather in the Lounge for a brown bag 
discussion of Born Survivors: Three Young 
Mothers and Their Extraordinary Story of 
Courage, Defiance, and Hope by Wendy 
Holden.  In 2019 we are also discussing a 
chapter or so each month from two books: 
Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith by 
Kathleen Norris, and A 
Sand County Almanac 
by Aldo Leopold.  To 
learn more about the 
book club, or to be 
added to the book 
club email list, 
please talk to Pastor 
Leslie, Sally, or Ann Lacy (213-4469, 
annwilsonlacy@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

The Mission of Plymouth Congregational UCC 

To joyfully celebrate God’s love and the gospel of Jesus Christ in our worship, our teaching, 
and our lives; 

To create a diverse, accepting faith community that welcomes all and empowers all to 
accept the grace God freely offers to each of us, no matter who we are or where we are in 
life’s spiritual journey; and 

To develop, demonstrate, and strengthen Christian discipleship by reaching out to all God’s 
people, caring for those in need, and seeking to lead the world toward love, justice, and 
peace.  

Adopted by Church Council on August 16, 2007 

mailto:dwrolfs333@gmail.com
mailto:annwilsonlacy@gmail.com
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A Reflection on the Border Mission Trip 

By Katarina Klafka 

On the last night of the mission trip, all eight of us gathered together to share images and 
scenes that had spoken to us.  There was a lot to process.  We had heard several accounts 
of what crossing the border—and life across the border—are like; we had crossed the border 
for ourselves.  From priests, lawyers, Samaritans, and hosts, we had heard stories of 
desperation, of love, of shattering horror.  A woman had fled alone after her husband and 
child were brutally killed before her eyes.  A man, skin blackened with dehydration, close to 
death, had asked for a Coke.  Families had been separated; seven women, arriving from a 
caravan, had tested positive for pregnancy; Mexican migrants had taught a fellow Honduran 
traveler their national anthem in the hopes that, if caught by ICE, he would be deported to 
Nogales, Sonora instead of to Honduras, so that he might try again to seek a better life. 

All of this—all of what we saw, what we heard—was incredibly powerful.  Yet what has 
stayed with me the most was—is—the laughter.  Gleeful shouts from children out on a sunny, 
bare playground, contained by an imposing fence, not fifty feet from the Wall; giggles, at once 
buoyant and poignant, of other children, who awaited asylum in a tiny, dark room; belly 
laughs from classmates in our workshops, sharing artistic faux pas; the awkward yet unifying 
chuckles at the border checkpoint, when a stray dog—tail wagging—made his way inside the 
building twice, his joyful determination at once ridiculing and calling into painful relief the 
industrial concrete, the dour faces behind the desks, and the omnipresence of the Wall itself. 

The Wall is shameful.  Of that, I have no doubt.  Fear hammered its panels and ignorance 
rivets it.  Miles of razor wire have come to crown it with a sharp sneer at those who behold it.  
Its whole is a towering, ugly, monumental rejection—and a testament to the fear, ignorance, 
misinformation, and racist beliefs that characterize and color American life for millions of its 
citizens and residents alike. 

On that last night in Arizona, one of the workshop teachers performed “The New Colossus” 
to music.  The song was haunting, and Emma Lazarus’s words of welcome, refuge, and 
community felt intensely relevant—all the more so because the Wall’s existence, its policing, 
its physicality, its everything, mock both Lazarus’s verses and the Statue of Liberty with which 
they have been inextricably linked.  “The New Colossus” illuminated the way for those 
“yearning to breathe free”: the Wall stands as a denunciation of the very people most in need 
of that poetic light. 

As we come back and share our stories with you, we are also inviting you to join the 
continuation of this mission trip by loving greatly, serving compassionately, and helping those 
most in need.  You might donate to groups who help migrants directly at the border, like 
Cruzando Fronteras or the Green Valley-Sahuarita Samaritans; you might call your 
legislators to talk about the wall and immigration on local, state, and national scales; you 
might try to overcome the fear of embarrassment and speak up when you see harassment; 
you might strive to be more informed, open, and aware in your day to day life. 

We all learned to laugh before we could speak; we all love; and I truly believe that, in those 
two languages—those of joy and of the heart—we are, and always will be, able to connect to, 
help, and unite with one another. 

 

 



8 

Discipleship Team Update 

In 2019 the Discipleship Team is planning to work on strengthening and deepening our 
relationships with such organizations as the Personal Essentials Pantry-Atwood, the 
Goodman Community Center, Seeds of Peace, MOSES, Voces de la Frontera, and 
Wisconsin Faith Voices for Justice.  The Team is committed to continuing to facilitate 
Plymouth’s participation in Gallery Night, Make Music Madison, and the Madison PRIDE 
parade. The Eastside News will most likely be our primary advertising outlet again this year; 
and members of the Team are working with Pastor Leslie and others on expanding 
Plymouth’s social media and web presence. We are also hoping to revisit the question of 
exterior signage.  And we are looking forward to exploring new ideas throughout the year!  
Drop by a Discipleship Team meeting to learn more—our next meeting will be on Sunday, 
March 3—or talk to Team Leader Ann Lacy, 213-4469, annwilsonlacy@gmail.com.  

Featured food pantry items for February 

Pasta sauce and canned tomatoes of all kinds;  
we continue to encourage people to donate money directly to PEP  

to use to purchase most-needed items for their guests. 
 

 
 
 
 

Seeds of Peace – What is It? 

On occasion we mention Seeds of Peace – what is it, and why do we mention it at 
Plymouth?   

Seeds of Peace is an ecumenical (i.e., different denominations of Christian churches) effort 
by near-eastside churches to provide spiritual support to one another and to work together to 
help our community.  This effort began a few years ago, and since then we have gathered in 
worship on occasion (e.g., Ash Wednesdays, Good Fridays, Thanksgiving Sunday evening), 
done some mission work together (e.g., Habitat for Humanity build, support/volunteering for 
PEP-Atwood, backpack programs for Frank Allis, Schenk, and Nuestro Mundo schools), and 
met regularly on the first Saturday of the month.  Plymouth has been represented at the 
monthly meetings by Pastor Leslie (early on) and more recently by Ann Lacy. 

The congregations currently participating in Seeds of Peace: Plymouth UCC, Lake Edge 
UCC, Lake Edge Lutheran, St. Luke’s Episcopal, Lakeview Moravian, Zion Lutheran, St. 
Stephen’s Lutheran, and Monona Methodist.  The group is currently working on envisioning 
what it is called to do into the future.  Anyone is welcome to join in the discussion (the next 
meeting is 2/2 at 10 am at Lake Edge UCC). 

 
 
 

mailto:annwilsonlacy@gmail.com
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Worship News 

• Members of the recent border mission trip will be sharing some thoughts about their 
experiences during upcoming worship services (2/3, 2/10, and maybe more).  There 
will be a full presentation about the trip later, TBD 

• March 6: Plymouth will host the Ecumenical Ash Wednesday noon service (gathering 
with other Seeds of Peace churches), for which we will need greeters/ushers.  There 
will be evening Ash Wednesday services at other Seeds of Peace churches to which 
you are invited.  

 
Sunday Lectionary Readings for February: 

Feb. 3: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 
Feb. 10: Isaiah 6:1-13; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 
Feb. 17: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26 
Feb. 24: Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50; 

   Luke 6:27-38 
March 3: Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-43a 
 

Help needed: Blessings are experienced by all in attendance when they hear many voices, 
and are greeted, helped, and serviced by many of their friends, so be sure to sign up to help 
as liturgist, greeter, children’s messenger, and/or coffee hour server.  See below for the 
schedule of worship assistants who have signed up so far for June (lots of opportunities still 
available, as you can see), and be sure to sign up to help!  Thank you. 

 

 

 Liturgist Greeter Children’s 
message 

Coffee Hour 
Organizers 

Feb. 3    Annual Potluck 

Feb. 10    Marianne Mollway 

Feb. 17 Marianne Mollway    

Feb. 24    Melissa LeBlanc 

March 3     
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Life & Ministry of God’s People of Plymouth UCC, February 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
9:30 am 
MDG 
5:30pm OA 
6:30pm IA 

 

2 
8am 
Women’s 
AA B’fast 
10am KIS 
10:30am 
ACA 

 3 
8:45am Choir 
9:30am Worship &  
Church School 
10:30am Annual 
Meeting & Potluck 
Discipleship 
Immigration 
Undecorate the 
Church 
12-2 PEP  
5pm Confirmation 

4 
5:30 pm 
ACA 
6 pm SOTS 
6:30pm 
ACA 

 

 5 
3pm Girl Scout 
8219 
4pm Orion 
6:45pm Co-
Counsel 
 

6 
Noon 
Plymouth 
Book Club 
5:30 pm 
YFWG 
6:30pm 
SOTS 
7pm 
Recorders 

7 
10:30am 
SpaceCom 
11:30am- 
 

8 
9am Dane Co 
Coalition 
5:30pm OA 
6:30pm IA 

 

9 
8am Men’s 
AA B’fast 
10am KIS 
10:30am 
ACA 
1pm 
Leadership 
Retreat 
5pm Game 
Nght 
 

10 
8:30am Choir 
9:30am Worship &  
Church School 
10:30am Coffee Hr. 
Education  
12-2 PEP & YFWG 

11 
5:30 pm 
ACA  
6 pm SOTS 
6:30pm 
ACA 

 

12 
3pm Girl Scout 
Troop 7026 
4pm Orion 
 

13 
6:30pm 
SOTS 
7pm 
Recorders 

14 
11:30am 
PEP 
7:15 pm 
Business 
Team 
 

15 
9:30 am 
MDG 
5:30pm OA 
6:30pm IA 
 
 

16 
10am KIS 
10:30am 
ACA 
5pm Swiss 
Steak 
Dinner 
 

17 
8:30am Choir 
9:30am Worship  
Church School 
10:30am Coffee Hr. 
Congregational Life 
12-2 PEP  

18 
5:30 pm 
ACA  
6 pm SOTS 
6:30pm 
ACA 

 

19 
2pm 
Contemporary 
Reading Group 
4pm Orion 
6:45 pm Co-
Counsel 
 

20 
5:30 pm 
YFWG 
6:30pm 
SOTS 
7pm 
Recorders 

 21 
11:30am-
3pm PEP 
7:30 pm 
Church 
Council 

22 
5:30pm OA 
6:30pm IA 

 

23 
10am KIS 
10:30am 
ACA 
 
 

24 
8:30am Choir 
9:30am Worship 
Church School 
10:30am Coffee Hr. 
Just Bakery Sale 
Worship Team 
12-2 PEP& YFWG 

25 
5:30 pm 
ACA  
6 pm SOTS 
6:30pm 
ACA 

26 
3pm Girl Scout 
Troop 8267 
4pm Orion 
6:45pm Co-
Counsel 
 

27 
5:30pm 
SOTS 
7pm 
Recorders 

28 
11:30am-
3pm PEP 
7pm 
Investment 
Group  

  

       

 


